Mr. Sailer’s Eighth Grade Physical Science

Course Overview
This class will be following Georgia Performance Standards(GPS) for Eighth Grade
Science (GeorgiaStandards.org)
O Sports (1% grading period)— nature of matter, force, mass, motion of objects,
energy transformations, simple machines
O Food & Cooking (1* & 2" grading period)— nature of matter, forms of
energy, energy transformation, conservation of matter, chemical reactions,
physical and chemical properties
Energy In Our Life (2™ grading period) — forms of energy, energy
transformation
Light and Sound (3" grading period) — nature of sound, electromagnetic
radiation, conservation of energy, mirrors, lenses
Science with Toys (3™ grading period) — energy conservation, heat transfer,
force, mass, acceleration, simple machines
End of Year Projects (4™ Grading Period) — There will be several options
available
In addition to the above, we will spend time at the beginning of the year looking at the
nature of science and scientific methods.

Materials needed for science:
1. Folder or Binder — This is to store your work for the year after it is completed
2. Notebook or Notebook Paper — you could have a package of paper that you store in your
locker or a notebook with perforated pages
3. Pen/Pencil - pencils should be used on all assignments. Some of you will prefer to use ink
and that is ok. If you do use ink for writing, the ink must be blue or black only. Other colors
of ink may be used for diagrams, drawings and for finishing graphs.

Textbooks

We will be using Glencoe Science — Introduction to Physical Science © 2002 which will

be issued to students sometime during the first week of school. We will also be using

Georgia GPS Edition Coach, Standards-based Instruction, Science, Grade 8 Book.
Class Rules, Rituals, Routines and Procedures

The class rules, Rituals & Routines, and procedures will be discussed during the first

week of class and will be on a separate handout.

Grades

o O O O

Grades will be based on total points earned for the grading period. For each unit
of study you may have Assignments, Projects, Lab Reports, Quizzes and Tests. Some
units will last longer that others and will be worth more points. Students will be
informed at the start of a unit what will be included in the unit’s grade and what each part
will be worth. Students will be given ample opportunity to earn points and demonstrate
their knowledge of a unit before the unit test.

Throughout the year there will be some long term projects that may need to be
worked on or completed outside of class. You will know about this long before we start
on the project.

Homework

Homework will be kept at a minimum as you will be expected to do higher quality work
that you have been expected to do in the past. This means that you may need additional
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help from Mr. Sailer in class in order to achieve this goal. Homework will be used
primarily to study for tests and quizzes, makeup assignments when absent, or complete a
long-term project.

Extra Credit
Many students ask if there is any extra credit available. Most responses to this question
are along these lines, “There are no extra credit assignments. This is why it is important
to complete all your work and make sure it is turned in on time.” This statement is made
because students typically ask for extra credit one or two days before progress reports go
out or the last few days of the grading period.

PARTICIPATION AND SUPPORT/LLAB GROUPS

Scientists must be able to work with a partner (or partners). What does working with a
partner mean?

* Help with data collection and recording.

» Work with team to setup experiment and cleanup work area

* Share ideas (How can we do something?)

* Help each other solve a problem or create something

* Asking for help when you don’t understand
U You are responsible for your own job and the results of the group.
U If you have a question, ask your support group. Do not ask your teacher first.
U You must be willing to help if a support buddy asks for your help.
O If no one can answer a question, agree on a consensus question and appoint one

person to raise a hand for help from the teacher.

Absences
Since this class is an activity-based class, it is important for you to attend class every day.
However, if you do need to miss class, you may need to make arrangements to make up
your work — or complete an alternate assignment. This is especially true if you miss a
laboratory activity. If you know ahead of time that you are going to miss class, it would
be a good idea to plan ahead and ask for or complete work before you leave.
Absence Procedures
U Before you return to class, Check the Assignments listed on the WebLog at
the school website (If you have access at home.)
U When you return to class, there are a few things you need to do:
* Ask your classmate.
* Ask teacher, “HOW CAN I MAKE UP WHAT I MISSED?”

Late Assignments
Assignments are due at the time of collection or grading (except for absences- See your
agenda for absence policies for assignments.) If an assignment is turned in or completed
after this time it is considered late. Late assignments will not receive the total amount of
points. Once Assignments are returned to students, late assignments will not be accepted.

Restroom & Hall Passes
If for some reason you chose not to use the restroom between classes or chose not to make
sure you had all of your materials for class, you may ask for Mr. Sailer to sign your agenda.
Mr. Sailer will only sign your agenda 3 times per grading period. Save your 3 signatures for
when you really need them. You will earn a detention for each signature beyond the 3.
Emergency situations will be dealt with as needed.

Tardy to Class
Don’t be tardy to class. If you are please sign the tardy log. More than 2 tardies in a
grading period will result in detention for each offense.
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